
 

Beginner Lesson 0 Notes 
Introduction to Japanese 

 
1) ‘Connecting words’ 
You can connect words to make sentences in Japanese just like in English, but you can’t 
“directly” connect all words such as I, study and Japanese. Instead, you need to put “small 
words” between each of them. The small words are called “particles” and they are the most 
important part of Japanese grammar. 
 

 
2) ‘The end of the sentence’ 
There is another big difference between English and Japanese… Normally Japanese 
sentences end with “verbs”, no matter if it’s long or short. To make negative sentences 
(including “not”) or questions, you need to change the verb to a negative or question form. In 
other words, the end of the sentence will inform you whether the sentence is positive, 
negative or a question. That’s why you need to be a good (and patient) listener. 

 



3) ‘Formality level and the length of the sentence’ 
Generally, the shorter a sentence is, the more casual it sounds. 

 
Speaking Tips 

 
Japanese is what is called a Mora-Timed language. This means that every character in 
japanese occupies the same length of time. English on the other hand, is a stress-timed 
language. This means that some syllables are pronounced longer while some will be shorter.  

 
 
An English speaker, when speaking Japanese, may vary the length of syllables, stress 
certain syllables and emphasize pitch while speaking. Native Japanese speakers, on the 
other hand, will pronounce Syllables at roughly the same length and evenly stressed, but we 
do also emphasize pitch. 

 



Some more speaking tips: 
 

1. The double vowel “ou” should be lengthened and pronounced as “oo”. 

 
2. The “u” should be pronounced very quietly at the end of the sentence, which will 

make your Japanese sound more natural. 

 
3. Lastly, R sounds in Japanese are pronounced like a mixture between R and L. For 

example, listen to the R in Arigato. Your tongue will briefly touch your upper gum 
ridge. 

 
 
 


